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1 . EMBASSY OPFICER MET WITH FONOPP FIRST NORTH AMERICAN BUREAU 
BUREAU PEB 23 TO REVIEW USG PREPARATIONS FOR VOA CLOSURE AND TO 
SOLICIT PONOPP VIEWS CONCERNING PARTICIPATION BY VOA EMPLOYEES IN 
JAPANESE UNEMPLOYMENT PLAN. PONOFP SAID THAT IT HAD ALREADY 
BEEN CONSULTING WITH MINISTRY OP LABOR AND HAD DETERMINED THAT 
IT WOULD BE POSSIBLE POR VOA EMPLOYEES TO PARTICIPATE IN THE 
UNEMPLOYMENT PLAN. FONOPP NOTED THAT UNDER PLAN FULL COVERAGE REQUIRES 

THAT CONTRIBUTIONS TO SYSTEM COVER PERIOD OF 12 MONTHS PRIOR 
TO SEPARATION AND URGED THAT USG TAKE STEPS TO BEGIN COVERAGE 
AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. HE POINTED OUT THAT USG EPPORTS IN THIS 
RESPECT WOULD HAVE A VERY POSITIVE PSYCHOLOGICAL EFPECT WHICH 
WOULD BE VERY USEPUL SINCE THE NEGOTIATIONS POR VOA CLOSE-OUT 
WOULD BE VERY THORNY. EMBASSY OFPICER POINTED OUT THAT WE 
WERE CONSIDERING LEGALITY OP PARTICIPATION THAT WE HOPED TO 
FIND SOME WAY POR PARTICIPATION AND THAT WE WOULD BE IN TOUCH 
AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 
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2. FONOFF POINTED OUT THAT USG CONTRIBUTION UNDER THE UN- 
EMPLOYMENT INSURANCE PLAN WOULD BE .8PERCENT OF EMPLOYEE SALARY 
WITH EMPLOYEE CONTRIBUTING .5PERCENT FOR TOTAL OF I.3PERCENT. 
DEPARTMENT SHOULD NOT COMPLETELY OVERLOOK POSSIBILITY THAT 
MISSION COULD IN FURTURE FACE SIMILAR DEMANDS FROM LOCAL 
EMPLOYEES ALTHOUGH DESIRABILITY SUCH PARTICIPATION WOULD 

BE QUESTIONABLE IF EMPLOYEES WERE FORCED (AS WE UNDERSTAND 
IT WOULD BE IN CASE OF THE EMBASSY) TO MAKE PRIOR DEPOSITS TO COVER 
ENTIRE PERIOD OE EMPLOYMETN. 

3. EMBASSY STRONGLY HOPES THAT WAY CAN BE FOUND TO 
PERMIT EULL PARTICIPATION IN THE GOJ UNEMPLOYEMTNT PLAN FOR 
ALL OF THE VOA EMPLOYEES. LABOR PROBLEM IS ONE OE THE MOST 
POLITICALLY SENSITIVE ASPECTS OF THE VOA CLOSEDOWN AND 
PARTICIPATION IN UNEMPLOYMENT SYSTEM WOULD ANSER THE ONE 
REQUEST DIRECTED TO USG BY VOA EMPLOYEES WHO FACE VERY DIM 
PROSPECTS EOR REEMPLOYMENT IN OKINAWA WHICH HAS THE HIGHEST 
UNEMPLOYMENT RATE BY FAR IN JAPAN. PROMPT RESOLUTION OF THIS 
MATTER WOULD ALSO MINIMIZE CHANCES THAT LABOR SUPPORTERS 
WILL TRY TO MAKE ISSUE OUT OE VOA CLOSEDOWN. 

4. WOULD APPRECIATE RESPONSE ASAP. 

HODGSON 
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